Introduction

Thank you for purchasing this quality product from the Ashton drum range. Every
Ashton drum kit is designed in Australia to provide you with years of musical pleas-
ure.

This manual will help you understand the initial assembly of your Ashton drum kit
as well as the basic care and maintenance that will ensure your new drum kit
keeps performing at it's best.

This manual is designed for a number of Ashton drum kits. Not all kits come sup-
plied with drum throne, cymbal set or boom cymbal stand. If you are unsure of
what your drum kit should be supplied with check with the Ashton dealer you pur-
chased the kit from.

Parts of the drum kit

Bass Drum

Snare Drum and stand
Hanging Toms

Floor Tom

Hi-Hat stand

Hi-hats

Tom Holders

Cymbal Stand

Crash Cymbal

Bass Drum Pedal
Bass Drum Spur (Leg)
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Getting Started

Follow the steps below for instruction on assembling both the individual drums and
drum hardware.

Drum Assembly

When you unpack your new drum kit you will notice that some drums are pre
assembled and others (usually 1 of the toms and the bass drum) require assembly.

Locate the drum skins and plastic bag
of parts including the drum key (pic-
tured) in a small unmarked box packed
with the drum hardware

Assembling the tom first (not the bass
drum) is the easiest way to get
started. Place the tom shell flat on the
ground.

Place the drum skin (same diameter as
the drum) directly on to the top of the
drum shell (facing up) followed by the
hoop

Locate the shorter set of tension bolts
(12 in total). Pass each tension bolt
through the hoop and into the lugs.
Tighten all tension bolts only finger
tight.

Repeat this procedure so both sides of
the tom are fitted with skins




Bass Drum Assembly

Follow the same steps as previous
page ("Drum Assembly A-E).

The Ashton "logo skin" should be fitted
to the front of the Bass Drum. The front

of the bass drum is easy to locate by

identifying the end that has the bass
drum Spurs fitted, this end is the front
(Furthest from the playing position).

The Bass Drum skins are fitted using
the same technique as the toms except
the bass drum uses a claw as well as
tension bolts and lugs.

Just like a lot of musical instruments drums also need to be tuned. The following
steps are a basic guide to getting your new kit tuned. When tuning drums the gen-
eral concept is to have even tension across the entire drum skin.

the lower it should sound. When you listen to a drum kit, all the drums together
should sound relative to their own size and each other in pitch.

Tighten all the tension bolts finger tight on the side of the drum you want to tune

The first rule when tuning any drum kit is to remember that the bigger the drum is




With the drum key start to tighten the tension bolts an equal amount (2 half turns
each for example). The tension bolts should be tightened in a star formation the
same as when you change a wheel on a car (tighten the first bolt, then the oppo-
site bolt etc).

Repeat the above point (D) until the drum skin is at the desired pitch. If you get
confused the best thing to do is to go back and repeat steps C and D.

Now that you have the drum sounding close to the correct pitch you can fine tune
the drum for better sound. The simplest method of doing this is to lightly tap around
the outside of the skin with a drum stick next to the tension bolts. As you do this
you may notice that at some points the drum sounds slightly higher or lower in
pitch than the other points. Adjust the tension bolts small amounts in order to have
the drum sounding even across the entire skin (turning the bolt clock-wise will
make the pitch higher and counter clock-wise will lower the pitch).

Drum Hardware Assembly

Now that you have the individual drums together it's time to assemble the hard-
ware. The following points cover the drum hardware individually

Locate the two tom arms. Place the
tom arms into the tom block on the
bass drum and tighten. Slide the two
smallest toms on to the arms and tight-
en. From the playing position the
smaller tom usually is placed on the
left

Once assembled the toms are best
adjusted from the playing position.




Bass Drum Pedal

Unpack the box that contains the bass drum pedal. The bass drum pedal has

two main parts, the pedal mechanism and the pedal beater.

The pedal mechanism need to be con-
nected to the pedal frame, this is done
by placing the two pedal guides in to
the pedal frame

The pedal beater slides through the top
of the pedal and is secured in place by
tightening the grub screw with the
drum key

Now you have the pedal assembled it
fits to the bass drum hoop by tighten-
ing the claw on the pedal base onto
the bass drum hoop.

Claw




Snare Drum Stand

Open the snare drum stand so that the

three legs are flat on the floor and the
tree drum cradle arms are opened out.

Place the snare drum onto the cradle
arms and tighten the large adjustment
directly below the cradle so that the
arms are firmly against the lower hoop
of the snare drum. When fitting the
snare drum, the "snare wires" face
down. Most drummers face the snare
"strainer” close to the playing position
so the snare wires can be lifted off for
a different drum sound.

Cymbal Stand
Assemble the cymbal stand by opening

the base first then insert the two tele-
scopic extension sections into the
base.

Strainer

Drum Cradle
Adjustment

Once the stand is assembled unscrew
the cymbal topper and remove one of
the felts, place the cymbal on one felt
followed by the remaining felt and the
cymbal topper. The crash cymbal is the
largest of the supplied cymbals
(approx. 16" across).

The Cymbal topper doesn't need to be
screwed down hard on the felt and
cymbal, It's main operation is to pre-

[Topper

vent the cymbal falling of the stand
when it is struck. Experiment with dif-

ferent cymbal topper tension, the high-
er the tension the quicker the cymbals
ring will decay.

The cymbal stand is best adjusted for
playing comfort from the playing
position.




Hi-Hat Stand

The Hi-hat stand is the most complicated hardware that is supplied with this
drum kit, following the steps below should ensure that your hi-hat stand oper-

ates properly.

Assemble the base of the hi-hat stand
first, this consists of two steps:

Al Opening the legs so the stand
will balance when fully assembled.

A2 Securing the pedal assembly.
This pedal is assembled in the same
manner as the bass drum pedal

Upper pull-rod

Screw the upper pull-rod into the sock-
et located just inside the main tube.
Place the upper adjustment tube over
the upper pull-rod and tighten securely
in place

Place one of the hats face down (like a
dinner plate) over the upper pull rod
and onto the top of the upper adjust-
ment rod (this hat is not secured in
place, it simply sits on a plastic stop-
per).




Clutch

The final step is to attach the clutch
(with hat attached) to the stand. This is
done by loosening the metal adjust-
ment screw so the clutch will slide over
the upper pull-rod and tighten the
same adjustment so the clutch and hat
are a few centimetres from touching
the other hat.

By pressing down on the pedal the
hats should compress. The kit is gener-
ally played with the hats in the closed
position (pressing down on the pedal)
with the open sound being used mainly
for emphasis or for keeping time when
playing on other parts of the Kit.

The second hat is secured within the
clutch. Pay close attention to how the
clutch comes assembled as the sim-
plest way to assemble this is two imag-
ine the hat in between the two thick
felts in the center of the clutch. The

easiest way to achieve this is to undo
the plastic threaded end and one of the
felts, place the hat in (so it is opposite
to the other hat) and replace the felt
and plastic end




Care and Maintenance

With some basic care your drums will provide you with years of playing pleasure.

The following points are a great way to keep your kit working at its best.

Keeping your drums covered when they aren't in use (bed sheet or something simi-
lar). This will help keep excessive dust off your drum Kkit.

Drums don't like water sports! Always keep your drums dry, water can damage
every part of your drum kit. If you spill liquid on your kit, wipe it off immediately with
a soft towel that won't scratch the shells.

Drums can be difficult to transport safely. Ashton recommends that you use Ashton
padded drum bags for your kit if you intend to travel with your kit frequently. Drum
bags are cheap protection for a valuable drum Kit.

Take extreme care when traveling in any vehicle with your drums. Always ensure
your drums are packed in such a way that if the vehicle stops suddenly no part of
your kit can fly through the vehicle. Being hit by a drum shell or hardware in this
manner can result in serious injury.

Drum Skins are replaceable. In time, drum skins wear out just like running shoes.
Ashton drum kits use popular size shells and the skins for these sizes are readily
available from musical instrument stores. High quality skins will improve the sound
of any drum kit. Follow the steps for drum assembly when changing drum skins.

Cleaning your kit. It is best to use a damp well rung cloth on your drums to remove
dust, sweat and finger marks. Never use abrasive cleaners on your drum shells as
this can damage the finish permanently.

Prolonged exposure to heat or humidity can damage drum shells. Don't store your
drum kit in direct sunlight of next to large heaters like open fire places. Heat can
damage both the finish and the shell itself.

QN N E R LS

Ashton produce a wide range of musical instruments including electric & acoustic
guitars, amps & PA equipment that are designed in Australia to provide the best
available reliability and value. For more information about this or any Ashton prod-

uct contact us at:
sales@ashtonmusic.com.au or on the web www.ashtonmusic.com.au




